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"The arms embargo on iran'
A new Russian American confrontation

Russia's permanent
representative to the United
Nations, Vasily = Nebenzya,
criticized the United States on
Tuesday, May 12, for its efforts
to extend the arms embargo
on Iran, noting that the United
States cannot demand an
extension of the arms embargo
imposed on Iran, because it is no
longer a member of the nuclear
agreement. He said: «I do not see
a reason for imposing an arms
embargo on Iran... Technically,
it was not even a ban, but rather
a specific purchase quota. This

restriction ends on October 18... embargo.

period. This is clear to us.»

Accordingly, it is expected that
the coming period will witness
a more significant clash between
Moscow and Tehran alongside
Beijing, on the one hand, and
Washington, in particular on
the other hand, as the latter will
try to ensure the extension of
the arms embargo on Tehran
before next October. The days
will reveal whether Washington
will be able to do so in the face
of the Russian bear affected
by the embargo, as it cannot
sell weapons to Iran under that

Ankara is playing with fire..
claiming 12 Greek islands.

Recent talks in Ankara over alleged
Turkish rights in islands in the eastern
Mediterranean, subject to Greek sovereignty,
have escalated, demanding that Turkey occupy
12 Greek islands which are rich in natural
resources, including Imia island, prompting
the Greek government to confront Turkish
ambitions, Greece warned Ankara and asserted
that its sovereignty over the islands was
undisputed.

The Greek Foreign Ministry said: “Imia's
legal status is stable, and Turkey is wrong to
believe that it can violate international law in
the Aegean Sea without consequences, as is
happening elsewhere in its suburbs. We advise
Turkey to weigh its words». This position came
after a statement issued by the Turkish Foreign
Ministry, claiming Ankara’s sovereignty over
the rocks “Cardak,» which is the Turkish name
for the «Imiay islands-saying: «that Ankara will
not accept any de facto situation on the Greek

side towards the geographical formations in the
Aegean Sea (which is one of the branches of the
Mediterranean), and the disputed legal status.
The situation reflects the indifference of the
ruler of Ankara to the Europeans' anger, thus
creating a unified European opinion on the
need to jointly address the ambitions of Ankara
in northern Syria, Libya, and Cyprus, which
seems to continue towards Greece. However, it
is limited to statements at the moment.
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Washington is racing
against time to get out of

the Afghan mud

After 19 years of war and conflict, it appears

that the US administration that deals with various
crises around the world in terms of trade deals based
on profit and loss, led by its billionaire president, is
determined to get out of Afghanistan quickly and at
any cost, even if the Americans do not achieve any
of the goals they set during the invasion of Kabul to
eliminate Taliban. After all its losses, the exit itself
becomes the gain.
Perhaps the most significant detriment caused by
the agreement between the United States of America
and the Taliban was to revive hope in the hearts
of terrorist organizations to fight for many years,
hoping for the Taliban scenario. The practices used
by the organization are the same practices that ISIS
pursued in Syria and Iraq, or the Al-Nusra Front and
other radical organizations in Syria when the armed
conflict began in the country after the civil uprising
in 2011.
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Russia is dissatisfied with Al-Assad

and can no longer bear his expenses

At a time when the world
economy is experiencing a severe
crisis as a result of the effects
of the Corona pandemic, the
Russian economy is experiencing
an «unprecedented» crisis these
days, as described by Russian
analysts, because, in addition to
the implications of Corona, it is
facing the severe repercussions
of the drop in oil prices since the
beginning of last March. Politicians
and researchers around the world
pay explicit attention to the
developments of the economic crisis
in Russia, and everyone has reasons
for this interest.

In the Arab world, many wonder
about the impact of this crisis on
Russian policy in the Middle East
in general, with a particular focus
on the future of the Russian military
presence, and the role of the Kremlin
in the political settlement of the
Syrian crisis in light of the economic
crisis.

The economic crisis and the Russian
military presence in Syria

Some associate the future of the
Russian military presence in Syria
with the economic crisis, and based
on the belief that Russia may be
forced to cut spending to provide
resources to ensure the stability of its
economy, they expect the Kremlin
to decide to reduce the military
presence outside of Russian territory
significantly, including in Syria.
Although all possibilities do exist,
the consideration of the nature of
spending on that «presence» thus far
indicates that it will not be affected
by an economic crisis, although
severe, it is passing, it will not cause
the Kremlin to abandon military
bases of great importance to Russian
foreign policy aimed at restoring
influence on the International scene.
Even if the economic crisis is much
more severe than it is now, spending
on the military presence in Syria
does not constitute a burden on the
Russian budget, due primarily to the
conditions that the Syrian regime

agreed upon when it first granted the
Hmeimim Air Force Base, and then
the Tartous Naval Military Base for
the Russian forces.

These forces use the bases in Syria
«free of charge,» besides, according
to the two agreements, the Russian
forces obtained «exemptions» from
customs duties on the transportation
of their equipment and the public
holdings of the forces, and the
personal belongings of individuals,
while the property of the Russian
forces in Syria, both public and
private, is not subject to tax
laws. With these extraordinary
«facilities» obtained by Russian
forces, spending remains limited to
the monthly wages of soldiers and
officers, daily expenses for food and
maintenance of military equipment,
and other expenses that the Ministry
of Defense undertakes within any
military piece on Russian territory.
Estimates vary regarding the amount
of that spending. While the Yabloko
party said that the Kremlin spent up
to $ 4 billion until 2018, the Kremlin
confirmed that the expenditures did
not exceed the amounts allocated
in the Ministry of Defense budget
to finance training and military
exercises.

Regardless of the exact number, it
appears that the Russian side is not
concerned with the amount of that
spending, especially after it found
in military operations in Syria an
arena for testing modern and old
weapons by bombing Syrian cities,
which at the same time turned into
a «propaganda platform» that the
Russians exploited to promote
their ~military industries. The
Russian Ministry of Defense is also
benefiting from the Syrian operation
in refining the combat experiences
of the military forces, meaning that
Syria has become a field of military
experiments and training for Russia,
with a meager amount of spending.
Russian vision of the impact of the
crisis on its role in Syria

The majority of Russian experts

agree that the economic crisis will
not have an impact on the military
role in Syria, and do not exclude
some influence on Russia's position
on the practices of the Syrian
regime. Alexey Kupriyanov, the
chief researcher at the Institute of
World Economy and International
Relations of the Russian Academy of
Sciences, told Levant: “The Russian
expenditures on the operation in
Syria are not significant given the
general spending from the budget
so that no one will stop this military
operation for financial reasons. «
Viktor Litovkin, the Russian expert
in military affairs, expressed his
conviction that the crisis and the
Corona pandemic will not affect
the activity of the Russian forces
in Syria decisively. Still, he did not
exclude in an interview with the
Levant the possibility of reviewing
the tasks of the forces in some
areas. He explained: «This is related
to the situation that may arise as a
result of the practices of so-called
partners such as Iran, the United
States, Turkey, and the United Arab
Emirates, and even the practices and
activities of the Syrian opposition
forces.»

The Russian expert on Middle East
affairs, Iger Sobotin, presented an
integrated vision of the impact of
the economic crisis on the status
of Russian forces in Syria, as well
as their effect on the political
settlement, He said: «The belief that
the economic crisis will force the
Russian leadership to rethink the
size of military engagement in Syria
is an inaccurate belief.»

Noting that spending on external
political projects was the latest worry
for Russian strategy, Sobotin said in
his answers to Levant’s questions:
“Reducing Moscow’s involvement
in the conflict at this stage means, in
theory, its loss of the already fragile
impact on the Syrian regime and its
military institutions, knowing That
Moscow has made a great effort to
make that impact. ”

Bashar al-Assad

He did not rule out that the general
feeling of the crisis would open
the door to discussions about an
upcoming change in the Syrian
political elites, which he said
remains an obstacle to Syria's exit
from economic isolation.

As for the expert Kirill Semenov of
the Russian Council for International
Affairs, he focused on the political
aspect associated with the impact of
the economic crisis, and told Levant:
«What Bloomberg published in this
regard is worthy of attention, and
it is likely to show a general trend
that Moscow's discontent with the
regime in Damascus is escalating
in light of the growing economic
difficulties related to quarantine
measures to confront Coronavirus
and the collapse of oil prices.»
He explained that the discontent
is due to «the lack of any progress
in preparing and implementing
reforms in which the economy is
linked to politics.» He offered other
reasons he believed to be a source
of disaffection for Moscow: «The
Russian side understands that in light
of the economic crisis in Russia,
Moscow and Tehran can no longer
meet the regime's needs the expense
of the needs of their countries.
Moreover, Moscow fears that the
global economic crisis will lead to a
new social explosion in Syria, which
threatens Russian influence.”

In conclusion, the Russian Council
for International Affairs expert
said: «But in the Russian capital,
they hardly know what to do, as
Assad still refuses to respond to the
signals that the Kremlin sends to him
regarding the political and economic
situation.»

THE LEVANT | IsSUE 12 - JUNE 2020

www. THELEVANTNEWS.com



REPORTS

EheoL evant

Tehran heads to the fourth abyss in 5 months

Despite the war arsenal that
it boasts of, Tehran seems desperate
to lift the international arms embargo
on it. It appears that it has secret
goals behind it, as it does not need, as
it claims, the conventional weapons
or ammunition that it produces
by itself. Washington seems to
understand that, and it insists on
the necessity of re-imposing the
embargo on Tehran, as the latter said
that it had informed Washington that
extending the U.S. embargo on Iran's
purchase of weapons «will face a
harsh response.»

This came from a spokesman for
the Iranian government, Ali Rabei,
during a press conference where
he stressed that this measure will
have severe repercussions on the
nuclear agreement and beyond the
nuclear deal, and will have negative
implications for the security and
stability of the region.

The Rabei statement is the second
on the same subject within days,
as it was preceded on April 29 by
a statement by Iranian Ambassador
to the United Nations Majid Takht
Ravanchi where he said: «The
American attempt to extend the
arms embargo imposed on Iran is
inconsistent with Security Council
Resolution 2231 " Adding: “The
members of the Security Council
should be aware of the fact that any
step to oppose the lifting of the arms
embargo on Iran violates Security
Council Resolution 2231, and
that the United States, through its
withdrawal from the Iranian nuclear
agreement, violated both Resolution
No. 2231 and its obligations under
the Iranian nuclear agreement.

A long series of U.S. sanctions

This is not the first time that Tehran
has claimed that Washington
does not respect Security Council
Resolution 2231, as the Iranian
Foreign Ministry said in a statement
on January 10 that it condemned the
U.S. sanctions and described them
as «unilateral, repetitive, illegal and
useless.» This was in the wake of
the U.S. imposing sanctions on eight
high-ranking Iranian officials, whom
Washington accused of destabilizing

Qassem Soleimani

the region and of being involved in
the missile attack on U.S. forces in
Iraq on January 8.

At the time, Tehran claimed that
those sanctions were in violation
of international law and a flagrant
violation of Resolution 2231 of
the U.N. Security Council and the
U.S. administration's obligations.
Noting that those sanctions targeted
industries that directly affect millions
of Iranians. At the same time, U.S.
National Security Adviser Robert
O'Brien said that Iran is more likely
to return to the negotiating table since
the U.S. killed Quds Force leader
Qasem Soleimani. He continued:
«The Iranians have realized they
don't want a military confrontation
with the U.S. and that the maximum
pressure campaign is not going to
end.» “Soleimani's belief was he
could end the maximum pressure
campaign by going up an escalation
ladder with the U.S., taking out
drones, taking out Saudi refineries,
taking ships and that sort of thing,»
O'Brien added.

«I think those plays are over now. |
believe that the Iranians are standing
down,» White House national
security adviser said. In reference
to the implementation of the United
States, on January 3, by order of
its President, Donald Trump, an air
military operation near Baghdad
airport that killed Soleimani, the
commander of the «Quds Force»
responsible for foreign operations in

the Iranian Revolutionary Guard, and
the deputy commander of the «Iraqi
Popular Mobilization» Abu Mahdi
Al-Muhandis, and their companions,
With Washington stressing that
the U.S. strategy toward Iran is to
continue to isolate it diplomatically
and economically until it behaves
like a normal country.

However, the American reliance on
pushing Tehran to the negotiating
table after the killing of Qassem
Soleimani did not bear fruit, as was
apparent after nearly five months
of Soleimani's murder, despite
what the American administration
believed, which was evident from a
subsequent statement by «O'Brien,»
in mid-January, that he thinks the
Iranian regime was «going through a
very bad week,» citing the shooting
down of the Ukrainian plane. And
he added: «This system is suffering
from the maximum pressure and
suffers from inefficiency, and the
Iranian people are tired of it.»
Completing that the best we can do
for the Iranian people and the world
is to continue the maximum pressure
campaign to ensure that the Iranian
regime does not obtain a nuclear
weapon, stop its terrorist activities
in the region, and stop the ballistic
missile program.

The arms embargo: a continuation of
the pressure

It is clear from following the
American statements that the strategy
followed with Tehran is to gradually

double the sanctions against it until
it responds to the Western demands
regarding its nuclear program and
the activities of its militia arms in a
group of countries surrounding Iran.
This was demonstrated on March 26
by the U.S. Treasury, which imposed
sanctions on 15 Iranians and five
companies there as part of an anti-
terrorism program.

The Treasury said in a statement:
“The entities and individuals who
have been sanctioned have supported
the Revolutionary Guard and its
Quds force, which is responsible for
external operations and espionage,
and have transferred aid used in the
killing to armed groups supported by
Iran in Iraq, including the Hezbollah
Brigades and the League of the
People of Righteousness.” «They are
involved in smuggling weapons to
Iraq and Yemen and selling Iranian
oil, which is prohibited under U.S.
sanctions, to the Syrian government,
among other activities.»
Therefore, and in light of the
failure of the American reliance
on pushing Tehran to concede and
rethink, it seems that Washington
will gradually return to its previous
strategy to stifle Tehran and move it
to the brink again, as happened three
times earlier this year, when Qassem
Soleimani was killed, the issue of
shooting down the Ukrainian plane,
and then exposing Tehran's conduct
ofthe parliamentary elections despite
the spread of Coronavirus. And if
the authorities of Wilayat al-Faqih
succeeded in evading the fall into the
abyss during three crises during five
months, perhaps they would have to
take more care not to collide with the
American western side by insisting
on their expansionist policies that
only brought to the countries of
their regional surroundings war
and sectarian conflicts because it
has been weakened internally at a
pace not seen before, which may
encourage the Iranians to push the
Murshid toward the abyss from
inside Iran this time if he brings
them more sanctions, sieges, and
hunger that besieges them with
Coronavirus.
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Muslim Brotherhood Supporters

The Muslim Brotherhood's

frantic quest to control the media

Since the founding of the
Muslim Brotherhood in the first
half of the twentieth century, the
Brotherhood's Shura Council has
worked to form cells to penetrate the
Muslim Brotherhood's organization
in all aspects of social and economic
life and information.

The organization's practices have
evolved by relying on figures
affiliated with secular currents to
cover this penetration and to spread
the plan based on the slogan raised
by the organization “and prepare”
that was mentioned in the Holy
Qur'an, in a divine order to prepare
well to confront the enemies. Thus
the group's perspective becomes
clear that everyone who is not with
them is their enemy, and they must
prepare to face it.

In their constant eagerness to spread
their intellectual project, they relied
on personalities defending the group,
writers and journalists who spread

the group's ideas in newspapers and
the media, or by owning the group's
media, be it organizational or
ideological, And that is despite the
group’s establishment of a weekly
newspaper.

The group’s founder, Hassan Al-
Banna, headed its editor-in-chief
between 1933 and 1938. The
newspaper was officially speaking
for the group, but relying on papers
that did not belong directly to the
group was the most important
agenda, to reach societal segments
that stand neutral and do not support
the group. Thus, these newspapers
are an attempt to «creaming the
poison with honey» to achieve the
goal of leading public opinion.
The Brotherhood realized the
importance of the media very
early. Therefore they issued many
newspapers and magazines, then
the visual and electronic media
became the most prevalent, so the

Muslim Brotherhood has established
a complex system of websites with
multiple names and trends that
may contradict the group's ideas to
inspire confidence among the public,
and the purpose of these media is to
distort public opinion within pre-
prepared agendas To reach the goal
of achieving power through the
media.

the Muslim Brotherhood duo: Qatar
supports, and Turkey harbors the
media activity of the Brotherhood
increased in the 1980s and early
1990s through newspapers, which
was the most widely circulated media
outlet at that time, as Egypt was the
mainstay of the Brotherhood's media
work, such as the Arab Family
Newspapers and the Arab Accord, in
addition to purchasing some pages
of the light and truth newspapers to
spread the group's agenda.

In the early nineties, when the media
became more global with the launch

Hassan Al-Banna

of satellite broadcasting, which
established a stage in which there
are no restrictions on the press, the
organization was able to invest it
considerably by entering the world
of satellite broadcasting, through
members of the organization and
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its loyalists who were implemented
in several channels. Qatar was the
most significant supporter, through
Al-Jazeera, which was established in
1996 to be an essential platform for
spreading their agendas through the
Sharia and Life Program, which was
permanently hosting the godfather
of the organization, “Youssef Al-
Qaradawi.»

This program lasted for many years.
It was presented by several loyalists
of the organization; the most famous
of whom was «Ahmed Mansour,»
who was replaced following a dispute
between him and Al-Qaradawi at the
time.

With the start of the Arab Spring,
the Brotherhood took advantage
of the demonstrations of Arab
peoples, which revolted against
dictatorships. Where-as it's well
known - it's starting from Tunisia,
and its widespread spread reinforced
the position of some of the currents
that were working in secret to
implement its agenda. Although the
Brotherhood was late in engaging
in the Egyptian revolution (January
25), they were able to pounce on it
much, especially since Al-Jazeera
was marketing the Brotherhood
in Egypt as the most important
current that led the demonstrations,
marginalizing the participation of
most of the Egyptian people.
Especially since the controversial
Al-Jazeera  presenter,  Ahmed
Mansour, hosted in several episodes
of his “Witness on the age”
Brotherhood leader “Safwat Hijazi”
who talked about the sacrifices of
the Brotherhood in the January
revolution, and ignoring the rest of
the Egyptian people and their youth,
causing public opinion to side with
the organization and lead to winning
the parliamentary majority, and then
the presidency, when «Mohamed
Morsi» won the elections, after
restricting the competition in the
second round with «Ahmed Shafiq,»
one of the symbols of corruption in
the Mubarak regime, which resolved
the battle for the Brotherhood.
What happened in Egypt alerted
the Brotherhood to the importance
of the media. It was now trying to
control media sites and channels,
but the June 30 protests ended the
Brotherhood’s rule in Egypt.

" 7  :
AN

Youssef Al-Qaradawi

Tawakkol Karmn

Ahmed Mansour

The organization began to form a
media empire to publish Brotherhood
narratives, so Qatar was the generous
financier of this empire under the full
Turkish patronage. The Turkish city
of Istanbul has suddenly become
the center of several TV channels
and dozens of websites that invest
in writers and journalists, either
loyal to the organization or with
great financial inducements. These
channels of a massive flow of money
have become the most stable place
in business environments, especially
with the generous and unlimited
support of Qatar.

Brotherhood organization seizes
Facebook  through  «Tawakkol
Karman»

Satellite channels and websites
were not the only ones that the
Brotherhood's organization seeks to
control, as social networking sites
(Facebook - Twitter) have become
one of the essential platforms for
extremist Brotherhood agendas,
as they have created thousands
of pages and groups for purposes
that are sometimes far from the
Brotherhood's ideas. However, this
method of dealing with Facebook
pages is consistent with the concept
of organization of investing secular
approaches to reach the Muslim
Brotherhood goal, on the principle
of (necessities permit prohibitions)
so there is no harm in using «secular
practices» to serve the principal
purpose which is «Islamization of
society.»

Perhaps the arrival of a controversial
figure who has moved from
supporting the Yemeni popular

movement to  supporting the
Brotherhood to the oversight Board
on Facebook raises many questions
about what Karman can do! As the
task of this Council is to make final
and binding decisions about whether
to allow certain content to be kept
or removed from Facebook and
Instagram.

The Council will review whether the
content conforms to the standards
and values of the Facebook and
Instagram community, in addition
to supporting freedom of expression
within the framework of international
human rights standards. Here the
most important question arises: How
can it be confirmed that Karman
will take into account human rights
and the freedom of expression
independently from the Brotherhood
to which she belongs?

In this regard, «Tariq Aziza,» a
Syrian writer and researcher, told
Levant: “In the official Facebook
announcement about the formation
of the council mentioned above,
it was reported that «supporting
freedom of expression within the
framework of international human
rights standards» is one of the tasks
of the Council and its working
standards. Here, I and others have
the right to wonder how a person
like Mrs. Karman, who ideologically
belongs to «political Islam,»
supports freedom of expression and
respects international human rights
standards when the ideology that she
adopts and her stream lies in contrast
to them.”

Tariq adds: «The Islamists see
freedom of expression and human

rights as a guarantee for them to
spread their vocation while denying
others the exercise of the same
rights by claiming that they offend
Islam as they appointed themselves
as guardians of Islam within the
framework of their project, which
covers their political interests with
Islamic religious cover. ”Stressing:
“If we want to think in good faith,
this aspect has been absent from the
Facebook administration because of
the view that there is a lot of hate
speech directed to specific groups
(including Muslims) and there
should be someone who represents
these groups to reduce it.”

Tariq Aziza stressed: «Well, the
intentions may be useful, but they,
in my opinion, did not make a right
choice, and their choice of Karman
will be counterproductive since the
ideology of hatred that she holds will
suppress the opposite views under
the pretext that they offend Islam or
Muslims, and there i1s a difference
between Muslims And the Islamists.
Despite changing methods in the
Brotherhood’s practices to reach the
Islamization of societies through
media penetration, the constant is
that these tricks through which they
try to penetrate within societies in the
name of religion sometimes and in
the name of freedom and democracy
at other times, and human rights at
third have become exposed. And if
all these icons that peoples struggle
for do not work, the attack is the
master through the «media empire»
that the organization controls to stir
public opinion towards the issues of
the Arab peoples.
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Yemeni Minister of Human Rights to «Levant News»
Houthi militia practiced violations
amounting to war crimes

Hager ElDesouky

*Yemeni Minister of Human
Rights  told «Levant  Newsy:
Houthi army practiced violations
amounting to «war crimesy in the
implementation of Iran's destructive
plans in the region.
*The Yemeni Minister of Human
Rights reveals to Levant News the
hateful plans of the Houthi militia
during the times of Corona.
The Yemeni Minister of Human
Rights, Mohamed Askar, revealed
that the Houthi coup militia is
practicing the most brutal violations
that amount to war crimes and
crimes against humanity in the
implementation of Iran's destructive
plans in the region.
In a lengthy interview with «Levant
News,» the Yemeni minister said:
«The Houthi coup group pursues
the Iranian strategy in prolonging
the negotiations, as it does not have
a decision to stop the war because
it works in the framework of non-
national projects, as it is part of [ran's
destructive system in the region.»
The Yemeni official stated that the
militias are taking advantage of
the outbreak of the Corona Virus
(Covid-19) to achieve their goals,
and are practicing violations against
the Corona patients by killing them
illegally in Hodeidah and several
Yemeni regions.
Askar also revealed the Houthi
militia's  plans to exploit the
humanitarian truce, to launch new
attacks on Marib, Al-Jawf, Al-
Dhalea, Al-Bayda, and Al-Hodeidah,
to plunge the country into further
chaos.
Askar called on the international
community to have three main
demands: to condemn the violations
of Houthi, especially in the case
of child recruitment and laying

Mohamed Askar

landmines, and to pressure it and
force it to uncover the facts about
the Corona victims and to take a
deterrent position towards these
militias to respond to international
initiatives, and implement the UN
Security Council resolutions.
The Yemeni Minister of Human
Rights expressed his vision of the
possibility of returning to the path
of political dialogue, despite his
belief that the Houthi militia seeks to
destroy any international endeavors
to achieve peace, considering that
at the same time that normalizing
life in the liberated areas, through
the implementation of the Riyadh
Agreement, will cut 50% of the way
Towards peace in Yemen in general.
The following is the text of the
interview:

W Let's start from the last chapters of
the Houthi coup militia violations.
How did you document the recent
Houthi violations and their violation
of the truce, despite the coalition's
commitment to a ceasefire?

Violations by the Iranian Houthi
militia against the Yemenis have not
stopped since the coup against the
legitimate authority in September
2014. It practices the most heinous
violations that amount to war crimes
and crimes against humanity, These
violations varied between killing,

arresting,  torturing,  displacing,
confiscating aid, landmines laying,
recruiting children, blowing service
establishments, killing and capturing
women, the latest of which was
the killing of the martyr «Jihad Al-
Asbahi” in Al-Bayda governorate,
and the arrest of several imams of
mosques in the governorates of
Dhamar and Al-Bayda.

As for the violations by the Iranian
Houthi militia of the armistice, they
continue. We have a long experience
with them, and they have never
committed themselves to implement
any agreement or truce. We have
monitored in recent days the Houthi
militias repeated bombing and
targeting operations daily, coinciding
with the announcement by the
Arab coalition of the ceasefire, and
stopping the fighting in all areas
in Marib, Al-Jawf, Al-Bayda, Al-
Dhalea, and Al-Hodeidah.

In addition to our monitoring, the
world watched with us how the
militias dealt with the armistice.
Hours have not passed since the truce
was announced, and the Houthis have
practiced dozens of violations on all
fronts. Instead, they have increased
the frequency of targeting civilians
and their homes, as they committed
hundreds of violations, as well
as horrific violations by bombing
civilians, their homes and farms in

Al-Hodeidah, Al-Dhali, Al-Bayda,
Taiz, and others.

We are in the Ministry of Human
Rights and through the monitoring
team, and with us all the activists and
local and international organizations
interested in human rights, we are
working to monitor and document all
violations committed by the Houthi
militia and submit them in periodic
reports to the United Nations.

m In your opinion, what does
the Houthis insistence that these
violations continue to reveal?
The continuation of these violations
reveals the intentions of the
militias to destroy any international
endeavors to achieve peace, as it
carries an evident intransigence from
the Houthi militia not to abide by the
implementation of any agreement,
including the Sweden agreement,
signed in late 2018. The Houthi group
is trying to turn this armistice into
an opportunity to expand through
attempts to control New locations as
happened in Marib and Al-Jawf.
B What are your latest official
statistics for Houthi violations
against  civilians?

The monitoring team of the Yemeni
Ministry of Human Rights works
in all liberated areas and elsewhere,
in coordination with civil society
organizations and Yemeni activists,
to monitor and document these
violations, according to the latest
statistics in our last report, from
September 21, 2014, to January
2020. We have observed over 90,000
violations committed by the militia
against Yemeni civilians, distributed
between killing and injury, as 16,579
cases, including 3498 children, and
1232 women were killed.

We also observed that the highest
rates of violations that caused the
most significant number of deaths
were through the bombing of densely
populated  neighborhoods  and
targeting population centers, then by
sniping, torture and planting mines,
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and landmine victims reached 3,312
between the dead and wounded,
including 195 women killed and
357 injured, in addition to 398 killed
and 437 wounded children. We have
also documented 34,519 injuries
and attacks on physical integrity,
including 5748 children and 4,979
women.

As for the recruitment of children,
the proportion increased tenfold from
previous years, and we documented
the recruitment of Houthi militias
for children with more than 30,000
Yemeni children, and their use in the
front rows of the front lines, making
them vulnerable to violations and
killings and mutilations, sexual
violence, and denial of humanitarian
access.

The recruitment processes included
male and female students of schools,
orphanages, juvenile shelters, tribal
areas, and the communities they
controlled, and the Houthi coup
militias also denied children access
to education, as it prevented one
million and 500,000 children from
enrolling in schools.

The Houthi militia bombed and
destroyed 4250 schools and health
facilities and used more than 2,000
schools as prisons and military
barracks.

As for kidnappings and
disappearances, the Houthi militia
kidnapped 18579 civilians, activists,
and media workers, where 174
abducted persons died as a result of
torture in prisons, and 36 journalists
and media workers were subjected
to criminal trials after being forcibly
disappeared for three years in secret
prisons, in addition to closing media
channels, sites, and newspapers.
Hundreds of women were also
kidnapped and forcibly disappeared,
as 270 women remain in the militia
prisons. The ministry recorded
hundreds of attacks against women
in Sana'a. Some of them were
killed in homes and roads, the last
of which was the murder of Mrs.
Jihad Al-Asbahi in her home Al-
Bayda governorate. The bombing
of the central prison for women And
a number of them were killed and
wounded. The Houthi militia looted
and burned 1,250 ships and trucks
of humanitarian aid provided by the
coalition countries and the United
Nations.

B Al Houthi has always resorted to
imposing royalties and recruiting
children. What has been documented
from the Houthi crimes in this
regard?

The file of child recruitment is one of
the files that has become extremely
dangerous and threatens the future
of an entire generation. It violates a
fundamental right of the child, which
is their right to life and education,
as schools are closed, and a whole
generation of children is brought to
the battlefronts. Until January 2020,
we documented at the Ministry of
Human Rights more than 30,000
children, whom the militia recruited
and pushed to the front lines of
battles.

This threatens Yemeni society's future
because, in the end, we will wake up
to a humanitarian catastrophe for
hundreds of thousands of battered
children who witnessed and lived
all the horrors of death, a generation
who lived a horrific phase and who is
challenging to integrate into society.
The Houthi militia also practices
human rights violations by imposing
royalties on merchants and farmers
in areas under its control, through
its military points deployed in the
entrances of all cities and through
their supervisors. This, unfortunately,
increases the suffering of citizens in
these areas.

B Since the outbreak of the Corona
crisis in the world, it has been clear
that the Houthi militia has exploited
the humanitarian crisis, what is your
reading of the situation? What is the
truth about the situation in Sanaa,
with the Houthis keeping quiet about
the numbers of the injured and their
indifference to the people?

Al Houthi militias always use the
humanitarian card to achieve their
political goals, disregarding the life
and humane conditions of people, as
they plan to use the truce to launch
new attacks on Marib, Al-Jawf, Al-
Dhalea, Al-Baida, and Al-Hodeidah,
to plunge the country into more
chaos.

Today, they are committing a new
crimeagainsthumanity intheirareas
of control. Of course, it is adopting
the same policy of opacity during
its reporting of numbers of people
infected with the Coronavirus. We
have information that the militia is
killing those infected with the virus

in Hodeidah and some other areas.
W Are there specific demands on the
international community in light of
Houthi violations in general, and its
exploitation of the Corona crisis in
particular?

We renew our appeal to the
international community to condemn
Houthi's violations, especially in the
most tragic files, including the file of
child recruitment and the laying of
mines.

As for the Houthi militia in light
of the Corona crisis, we appeal to
the international community to put
pressure on the militia and force
it to operate transparently in the
humanitarian and health aspects, and
to disclose information regarding
the corona victims, especially as it
is an international epidemic, and it is
essential to exchange information at
the national and international levels.
We also call on the United Nations
and its envoy to pressure the militia
to release the disappeared and
prisoners in its prisons, and hold them
responsible for their lives, especially
in light of reports that some injured
persons have been put into prisons
along with the kidnappers and
prisoners.

B Your comment on the insistence of
the World Food Program in Yemen
not to divert food aid, which does
not reach its beneficiaries due to the
Houthi violations?

Coup militias seize, steal and sell
humanitarian aid in the markets,
deny this aid to families in dozens of
arcas under their control, and divert
food supplies to militias instead of
children and needy civilians. The
group leader tries to deny this, But the
suffering of the people in these areas
from extreme poverty and the spread
of malnutrition diseases is a sign of
this. They did not stop at that; instead
they burned the humanitarian aid
storages of the World Food Program
in Hodeidah and other regions, and
the bombing caused the burning of
the contents of the organization's
storehouses of food that the program
had allocated to the poor and those
affected by the war that was fueled
by the coup.

Not to mention the detention of
dozens of ships, and the confiscation
of hundreds of trucks carrying
humanitarian aid provided by the
Arab coalition countries, represented

by the King Salman Center and
the UAE Red Crescent and United
Nations organizations. Nevertheless,
some organizations continue to
refrain from diverting aid. Atthe same
time, we appeal to the international
community to exercise its role and
pressure the Houthi militias to stop
these violations, to allow the delivery
of humanitarian aid to those in need,
and to release political detainees,
journalists, and civilians.

m In light of the repeated violations
of the Houthi group and the failure
of the Riyadh agreement, what are
the chances of returning to a political
dialogue with the coup militias?

It is vital to arrange the dossier of the
liberated areas through the Riyadh
agreement's implementation, which
will cut 50% of the road to peace
in Yemen in general, and the coup
militias must respect their obligations
move towards peace.

B In your opinion, what are the
prospects for ending the humanitarian
crisis caused by the Houthi group
since 20147

The Yemeni government has
made great efforts to deal with all
international and Arab diplomatic
efforts aimed at stopping the war
and bringing about lasting and stable
peace, based on the three references,
which the Yemeni seek. We have
welcomed the recommendation of
the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and his Special Envoy to
Yemen to calm and ceasefire and to
face the repercussions of the global
pandemic (COVID 19). However,
the Houthi militias always destroy
any international endeavors to bring
peace. They have not implemented
what has been agreed upon since
the Kuwait, Geneva, Stockholm,
and other negotiations, as they
are groups that pursue the Iranian
strategy to prolong the negotiations,
are indifferent to any humanitarian
crises and do not have a decision
to stop the war or sign peace as It
works within the framework of non-
national projects, as it is part of Iran's
destructive system in the region.
The international community
should deal with it according to this
framework, and be serious about
taking a deterrent stance towards
these militias to respond to global
initiatives and implement Security
Council resolutions.
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The Future of Human nghts after COVID19

Dalia Ziada

Due to the
ensuing shocks implied
by the Coronavirus crisis,
governments,  worldwide,
had to reset their priorities.
Human rights issues are
among the priorities that
are currently subject to
massive re-arrangement
and re-evaluation to their
importance in maintaining
the stability and security of
human-beings, within the
global system, in times of
crises.

On the global level,
international bodies, such as
the United Nations and the
Council of Europe issued
several  statements and
guides urging governments
to respect and protect human
rights while dealing with the
Coronavirus pandemic and
its consequential political,
economic and social crises.
They may take years to cure
its damaging effects, after
controlling the spread of the
pandemic. Given the modest
role of these international
bodies in making a tangible
contribution to  solving
the global pandemic crisis
or mitigating its effects,
since the outbreak of the
Coronavirus in December,
people around the world
received their statements and
guidance with indifference.
This makes us wonder about
the fate of human rights after
the world recovers from the
Coronavirus crisis. To which
extent will people continue
to believe in the importance
of upholding human rights
values? Will governments
continue to show
commitment to protecting
human rights? Yet, the
most important question, in
this situation, is about the
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Protesters call for the release people from jails, prisons, and immigration detention centers in response to the Coronavirus

future roles and feasibility
of the international bodies,
such as the United Nations,
which are responsible for
preserving and protecting
human rights, worldwide.
The pandemic crisis came
as a new reminder that these
international  bodies are
dangerously detached and,
thus, incapable of resolving
the actual sufferings of
the human race; except
with media statements of
solidarity or condemnation.
Time and experience have
proven the invalidity and
lack of influence of their
work on protecting human
rights. They spent decades
promoting a human rights
discourse that is too idealistic
and too unrealistic to apply
in real life for most people
and systems of governance.
To be clear, this criticism
is not directed at the bare
principles of human rights,
but rather to the rhetoric
adopted to promote the high
ideals of human rights, in
our world today. Human
rights and the international
laws associated with them
played a tremendous role
in preserving the coherence
and continuity of the world
system post world wars era.
However, the current human

rights discourse has been
abused and taken out of its
context, in many instances,
to serve the immediate
interests of certain countries

or political groups. Even
worse, Wwe have seen
reputable  human  rights

defenders and organizations
using human rights rhetoric
to justify their support to
terrorist groups and political
Islamist organizations like
Hamas and the Muslim
Brotherhood.

This hazardous deviation in
the human rights discourse
came from the fact that the
international ~ community,
in the last two decades,
especially after the 9/11
attacks in the United States,
gave a priority to promoting
civil and political rights on
the expense of prioritizing
social and economic rights.

The  gigantic  political
fluctuations, all over the
world, that have been

happening since then, limited
peoples’ understanding of
human rights to civil and
political rights, and made the
social and economic rights
more of a domestic issue that
local governments should
decide about without proper
observation or evaluation
from the international

institutions responsible for
protecting human rights.
However, due to the horrific
shock that Coronavirus
pandemic has caused in
the fields of health care
and economic prosperity, it
seems that the human rights
rhetoric prioritizing civil and
political rights will be put
on a years-long pause, until
governments fix the social
and economic consequences
of the pandemic. Some
governments that are more
committed to the concepts
of individual freedom, open
society, and free market,
have already started to
refrain from exercising these
values, while prioritizing the
needs of the public society to
economic security. In other
words, it is expected that in
the near future, the interest
of the society will be given
a priority to the freedom
of the individual. This will
definitely influence how
the world system should
perceive and handle the
basic principles of human
rights.

We have already started to
see a change to the traditional
human rights rhetoric to keep
up with the consequences of
the pandemic crisis. In her
statement on the COVID-19

pandemic informal briefing
to the UN Human Rights
Council, Michelle Bachelet,
UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, adopted a
balanced, but rare, vision
to how the UN and similar
bodies  should  handle
the pandemic crisis. She
noted that “the pandemic
is exposing the damaging
impact of inequalities, in
every society. In developed
countries, fault-lines in
access to health care; in labor
rights and social protections;
inliving-space; and in dignity
are suddenly very visible.”
Then she emphasized the
respect for civil and political
rights during this crisis,
as “difficult decisions are
facing many governments.
Emergency measures may
well be needed to respond to
this public health emergency.
But an emergency situation
is not a blank check to
disregard human  rights
obligations.”

The Coronavirus crisis may
not cause huge alterations

in the conventional
relationships between
nations or amongst world
powers. But it would,
inevitably, affect the
relationship between

governments and citizens,
in terms with the extent of
the state’s intervention in
micro-managing the lives of
individuals. Each country’s
respect to human rights
and individual freedoms
would be highly affected
by this change. Therefore,
we should prepare for this
change by restructuring the
internal systems, goals, and
visions of the international
bodies commissioned with
the task to promote and
protect human rights values
and principles, on the global
level, and monitoring their
application, on the domestic
level.
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The Cost of Human Life

Dr. Nir Boms
The recent weeks have
awakened us to a new and
unprecedented reality. Life is

at stake, we are told, and life is
precious, priceless in fact. The world
needs our actions to save life. There
is no price for human life. Unless,
of course, it’s someone else’s life
or someone else’s war. For that, we
will not halt our world. We will not
close a single shop. We might just
change the channel. Human Life
The COVID outbreak presented
us with a real-life question of how
far we are willing to protect and
preserve life. For most of us, citizens
of the ‘lucky world’, it is the first
time such a question is posed not in
a metaphysical sense but as one with
real-life consequences.

The disruption and the near-
complete world halt is due to the
drastic measures taken globally to
curtail the spread of the virus. Global
response is indeed impressive.
Border shut down, city lock-down
and national emergencies.

As it stands today, the unprecedented
global death toll of the new virus has
crossed the 200,000 line, still mostly
among the elderly. Our measures
appear effective in slowing the virus’
progression and “flatten the curve”.

But what more are we to do if that
death toll were to climb? How about
300,000? What if it was nearing half
a million lost human lives?

When it comes to global crises,
those numbers are not fictional, nor
they are made up. They are very real
numbers of real lost lives in the last
decade alone. 700,000 is the number
of Syrians who lost their lives since
the outbreak of the Syrian civil war
in 2011 with a peak of 20,000 a
month. Syrian healthcare systems,
schools, infrastructures, water,
and sanitation system are entirely
destroyed. Once busy marketplaces
and bazaars in historic city centres
have been reduced to rubbles and
ashes. Parents buried their children
who died by bombs of by drowning
in the Mediterranean. The corona
virus might spare the lives of
children, but war doesn’t. Children
like Alan Kurdi, the 3-year-old
Syrian boy who washed up on a
Turkish beach, have a better chance
surviving the epidemic than that of
surviving human conflict.

Nearly 12 million Syrians were
displaced in and outside Syria. At the
same time, over 3 million displaced
Iraqis fled their homes from the
violence of the Islamic State. In
Afghanistan, the last decade was the
deadliest and the most devastating
with tens of thousands of deaths
annually. Millions of displaced
Afghanis fled to Pakistan, Turkey,

and then joined Syrians and Iraqis
in their flight to Europe. Our last
decade produced more dead and
more displaced families than at any
other time since WWII .

Yet, and unlike with the corona
outbreak, the world completely
failed to act. Middle Eastern
countries failed to maintain the
stability in their region, stop the
virus of violence and act to absorb
the refugees from neighbouring
countries. Unable or unwilling to
intervene, Europe stood utterly
helpless facing a wave of millions
of newcomers who overwhelmed
national institutions, governmental
services, school and health systems.
The decisive actions that we see
today were very much absent when
it came to Syria, Congo, Yemen or
Darfur.

Today, the UN and humanitarian
organizations must care for nearly
70  million displaced refugees
globally. The COVID-19 outbreak
is particularly threatening to those
who can’t wash their hands as often
as we do and lack a home to go
to, or a government to depend on.
With a reduction of global labour,
movement, and  humanitarian
efforts, those displaced families
are at risk of being victimized
once again by bad luck and tragic
misfortune

Viruses are dangerous. Infectious
diseases remain responsible

for about one quarter of deaths
worldwide, causing at least 10
million deaths per year — although
mainly in Africa. Violence — state
led for the most part — kills hundreds
of thousands per year and Corona
will hopefully be defeated before
it reaches these numbers. Are we
failing in recognizing our priorities
if our reactions to bigger calamities
aren’t as vigilant as our reactions to
our current pandemic?

These words are not written to
criticize ‘social isolation’ nor they
meant to compare catastrophes.
After all, life is priceless and we
are commended to protect them,
especially when the threat is at our
doorstep. But perhaps our time
away at our homes might help
bring another lesson from this
crisis. A lesson of perspective and
responsibility. We know how to
save lives when we decide to do so.
But we have killed many more lives
by our inaction than saving lives
now by action. Now, as we begin
to leave the confines of our homes
and deal with our broader world,
shouldn’t this teach us that we
should act some more? Human Life.
Dr. Nir Boms is the author of “The
Syrian War between Justice and
Political Reality (CUP) and fellow
at the Dayan Center for Middle
East Studies. Hussein Aboubakr is
an Egyptian-American writer and
commentator.
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Diyari Salih

Abdul Sattar Bayrakdar, the
spokesman for the Supreme Judicial
Council in Iraq, has recently revealed
that there are high pressures exercised
by different political leaders on
this establishment to acquit some
parliamentarians and  politicians
accused of corruption. This, for sure,
will put the prestige of the law in Iraq
at stake. Iraqi future
Therefore, this article alleges that
Iraq cannot get out of the post-2003
maze unless the legal system is
protected from the effects of political
competition that wants to marginalize
the vital role of this issue. Otherwise,
the Judiciary system will lose its
ethical role in our society, and the
consequences of this matter will be
in favor of the actors trying to control
the state.

In the new Iraq, corruption has
become a noticeable phenomenon
in the diverse governmental
sectors. Thus, the Corruption Index,
annually prepared by Transparency
International organization (TIO),
selected Iraq to be among the list of
the most corrupted countries around
the world in 2019.

In her message to the public opinion,
Delia Ferreira Rubio, the chair of
TIO, said: “corruption is much more
likely to flourish where democratic
foundations are weak and, as we
have seen in many countries, where
undemocratic and populist politicians
can use it to their advantage”.
Political exploitation always aims

.o | S
Can the judiciary save the Iraqi future?

to create various types of corruption
through which the non-democratic
players attempt to work for subjecting
the state to their will and projects.
This is what has been taking place in
Iraq for decades.

On TV channels and social media,
there are accusations presented from
political sides to target the judiciary
saying that corruption cases are now
being politicized for revenge of some
politicians. This neither means that
the judiciary is completely fair nor
does it affirm that such politicians are
not guilty.

In return, all Iraqis welcome any
effort exerted by any team, whether
political or statutory one, to reform
this establishment provided that this
will not be a part of the political
game to control it.

Judges must now work on
embarrassing such politicians by
demanding them to submit the
documents proving their allegations.
This might be a good example for
the Iraqi groups to consolidate their
confidence in this institution. the
judiciary will have to verify that
it has an actual ability to deal with
truths to amend its behave and to
defend its function deeply respected
by people.

The struggle of such crooked
politicians to extend this destructive
task to the judiciary arena means
that the idea of the state will be fully
ended. No one will get benefit from
this scenario but those politicians
who will strongly stand against any
concrete moves to reshape the state
through the creative interaction
between people and the judiciary
itself. when corruption spreads in

A

rich countries, it develops patterns
different than the other models
existing in poor nations. In Iraq,
the state having a geographically
important location and several
geopolitical elements of power
like oil, this sort of corruption is
deemed the most dangerous as it
puts the fortune of such country on
the edge.

Hence, we can say that dragging
the law system into the political
disagreements we are noticing among
parties means that the Iraq state is
heading hastily towards a dark tunnel
that does not have a seen end.

For instance, numerous political
parties do not like to give the judiciary
system any chance to take its part in
the process of following the money
used in the electoral campaigns.
In return, we find that Iraqi society
and the protest movements are
calling for the necessity of judiciary
participation in the actions. It can
monitor and chase the financial
assets of such politicians to guaranty
the integrity of the election.
Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali al-
Sistani, the top Shiite clergyman
in Najaf city, has many times
announced that the next election
must be away from the influence of
the political money. It is an effective
call for regenerating the arena where
the society and the judiciary meet to
prevent corrupt politicians from the
fraud of election.

Presently, Iraqis are betting on this
dream they think that it will save
the Iraqi state from drowning. The
Iraqi judiciary has the lawful means
through which it can reshape the track
of the state and the nature of socio-

A

political interaction occurring in it.
Hence, those, who do not want Iraq to
revive, are doing every possible thing
to damage the judiciary reputation.
The Iraqi judiciary must get benefit
from this moment in which the
protests haveresulted in consolidating
its ability to open the files of the
corrupt politicians. There is strong
support from the demonstration to
such a decision.

Bringing them to the trial is not an
easy mission. However, the events of
the October revolution have paved
the way for producing a special
court to investigate with the most
corrupt figures. Though such corrupt
politicians are looking forward
to aborting this plan, the other
politicians, especially the youth,
must activate it realistically.
After the end of the war against
Da’ish, Iraqis thought that the time
would come for the next challenge:
the fight for improving the judiciary,
containing the corruption, and
restoring the state”. Till now, our
society feels that it will have to do
more things to achieve this sacred
aim. Accordingly, if the judiciary is
implicated in any political conflict
among partisan sides, it will
disappoint people’s convictions in
the change they waiting for.

In his governmental program,
Mustafa al-Kadhimi, the new Iraqi
Prime Minister, referred to combat
corruption. It was a great message
that might strengthen the Iraqi hopes
of backing the judiciary system. It
is the most urgent accomplishment
that Iraqis would focus on before
determining their final stance of his
rule.
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International  travel 1s
surely the antithesis of the kind of
lockdowns that have dominated large
parts of the globe over the past few
months. Airports are empty, aircraft
are grounded and across the Middle
East iconic tourist locations, from
the Pyramids to Petra are deserted.
This is a sharp halt to the increasing
trend of visitors to the region, indeed
2018 saw a 10% increase of visitors
totalling up to 87 million arrivals
bringing with them some $77bn in
tourism receipts.

In the Middle East, Travel and
Tourism represents 8.7 percent of
the region’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and supports 5.4 million
jobs. Today, however, the region is
estimated to be losing almost $7bn
a month due to Coronavirus crisis
which is occurring simultaneously
as a oil price war which is causing
unprecedented  shock  for the
economy.

Parts of the region are all to familiar
with the fickle nature of tourism.
Terrorist attacks like those on hotels
in Jordan and Tunisia or famously
at ancient sites in Luxor, Egypt
have led to significant pauses in
visitors coming and hardship for
those or rely directly or indirectly
on tourism for their livelihoods. Yet
the trend towards increased global
travel seemed unstoppable until
COVID-19 came long, and one
country losing out on tourists due to
geopolitics would invariably mean
another gaining.

For instance, the politics of the Syrian
conflict meant that several years ago
Russian tourists boycotted Turkey,
which in turn led to Cyprus selling
out all its hotel rooms over a summer.
This time the negative impact is far
more uniform. What is difference is
the presence and impact of the virus
between different countries and the

Middle East Tourism

in the age of the Coronavirus

policies that they are adopting in
response. Iran’s numbers are worse
than Egypt’s, some countries have
banned all international flights,
others are imposing strict entry tests
and imposing periods of quarantine
afterwards. Neither of these are
particularly conducive to tourists
wanting a short relaxing weeklong
break.

Saudi Arabia has already stopped
the entry of the huge and lucrative
pilgrimage market. the cruise ship
industry has suffered particularly
badly after several deadly incidents
where the virus ravaged those on
board and country’s like Oman are
banning them from their ports. Much
of the region had benefited for the
rise of tourists coming from China,
which is likely to slow as the country
undergoes its first serious economic
crisis of a generation.

The critical difference between
previous shocks to the region’s
tourism trade and the challenge
today is that the very fundamentals of
global travel are being undermined
by the virus. Major airlines are being

bailed out by the state or threatening
to go bust as the prospect of a vastly
quieter global sky becomes more
apparent. The virus likely found its
way around the world on planes and
the prospect of being trapped on
a long-haul flight near a coughing
fellow passenger is enough to
significantly alter the decision-
making behaviour of a would-be
tourist.

Remember that tourism is at its heart
supposed to be relaxing and fun.
Those who are still using planes today
talk of heat scanners in the airport,
terrified passengers queuing and
sitting far apar, mask wearing cabin
crew and the prospect of COVID
tests and detention upon arrival. This
is hardly the stuff summer holidays
are made of and will, when combined
with a depressed global economy,
mean that especially in the absence
of'a widely adopted vaccine, tourism
will take longer to bounce back than
many other industries.

This is a seriously negative outcome
for people across a region where
tourism was increasingly part of a

diversification strategy away from oil
and gas. Youth unemployment in the
region was already the worst in the
world and now faces a perfect storm
or ‘black swan’ level of challenge
in the combinations of crisis.
Coronavirus restrictions to trade, the
collapse in oil prices tourism will
likely worsen the already high public
and external debt vulnerabilities of
many countries in the region warn
the IMF.

Such damage to economies that
were already not delivering for
large chunks of the population will
inevitably be exploited by extremist
groups and those that argue for more
radical realignment of the region’s
politics. More than ever cooperation
and collective solutions are needed
across the region to respond to this
level of challenge. Where there is
hope in the face of the Coronavirus
is that it will spurn many of the
seemingly endemic political
enmities of the region towards a
singular focus on a problem that was
never of its making but could be of
its unmaking.

Empty Kaaba after the percautions against Covid-19
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The Arab Spring feels like
the distant past these days. In just
a few months it will be the 10th
anniversary of the self-immolation
of Mohammed Buazizi, a vegetable
seller in the central Tunisian city of
Sidi Bouzid, and there will doubtless
continue to be plenty of global
distractions to ensure that it will not
attract the attention it deserves. Arab
tragedy
Noah Feldman’s short but thought-
provoking new book, the Arab
Winter*, is a timely reminder of that
turbulent and exciting period — and
its disappointments. It is a scholarly
addition to a growing literature and
focuses on key chapters: Egypt,
Syria, the rise and fall of the Islamic
State (Daesh) and the exceptional,
if relative, success of the Tunisian
revolution.

Feldman, a professor of law and
Arabist at Harvard, begins by
analyzing the famous slogan:
“The people want the overthrow
of the regime.” He looks at what
constitutes “the people,” the meaning
of “overthrow” and “regime” in a
region shaped by Ottoman, European
and American empires, as well by
Arab nationalism and political Islam
in the course of the last century. Arab
tragedy

He defines the Arab Spring as
an historical event of first-order
importance whose  “significance
must not be overlooked or played
down simply because the exercise
of political agency in Egypt and
Syria later went seriously awry.”
His book’s subtitle is simply: ”A
Tragedy.”

Examining events in Egypt, he labels
landmark developments Tahrir I and
Tahrir II. The first is the overthrow
of Hosni Mubarak in February 2011.
The second is the overthrow of the
Muslim Brotherhood’s Muhammad
Morsi in July 2013. “The people
spoke clearly and repeatedly,”
Feldman writes, making clear

Arab Tragedy?

Yemenis women show off their fists paintd in the colours of five Arab Spring flags

that it in his view removing the
democratically-elected Morsi was a
mistake. “They rejected autocracy.
Then they welcomed it back.”
Syria’s “tragedy” is of enormous
dimensions. He attributes that to the
concentration of power in the hands
of the Alawite sect and the undying
loyalty of the military and security
services to the regime of Bashar al-
Assad. He also dismisses the once
fashionable notion that the president
ever considered compromise and
reform as way of retaining power.
Instead he sought the total defeat of
his rivals.

Syrian activists hoped in
vain for foreign intervention,
underestimating the negative impact
of George Bush’s invasion of Iraq in
2003 on the Obama administration’s
“middle-ground” policy. Instead
they saw Russia’s Vladimir Putin
— and the Islamic Republic of Iran,
along with its ally/proxy Hizbullah —
backing Damascus to the hilt. Arab
tragedy

The author’s personal experience of
the US response to the 9/11 attacks on
America is clearly relevant: in 2003
he served as senior constitutional
advisor to the Coalition Provisional
Authority in Iraq, where he advised
members of the Iraqi Governing
Council on the drafting of their
interim constitution.

Feldman’s chapter on the Islamic
State underscores, as he puts it, “the
risks associated with trying to make
political change in an uncertain

world.” Those risks includes
confusingly mixed messages from
Washington about how far it was
prepared to go. The murder and rape
of thousands of innocent civilians,
Yazidis and others, were perceived
as collective Muslim self-defence
in the name of the Salafi-Jihadi
Caliphate.

“In the time of the Arab winter, “ he
writes, “political Islam is now left
without a noteworthy model of a
state form that might actually work.
As a set of ideologies, political
Islam stands more discredited than
at any time in the past century.” He
attributes huge significance both to
its failure in Egypt and
the horrific atrocities
committed by Daesh.

a8
sad drama -

“There can be little doubt,” he writes,
“that Tunisia had good fortune in
having a leader of Ghannouchi’s
intellect, character, and leadership,
all of which were absent in the
Egyptian  Muslim  Brotherhood
and particularly in Morsi.” Still,
economic reform remains limited
— even with the liberal version of
Islamist politics (comparable to
Christian Democrats in Europe)
operating in the framework of
constitutional ~ government  and
acknowledging that Islam alone is
not the solution to everything.
Overall, Feldman believes, the events
of the Arab Spring gave a sense of
empowerment to the
peoples who starred
riveting but

Like many foreign even
observers, Feldman if they ended up
sees Tunisia after Ben AR AB failing to achieve
Ali as a success story. their aspirations for
He attributes that \/\/‘NTER change. Winter, after
to the  Ennahda all, is always followed
party led by Rashid by spring — however
Ghannouchi and A TRAGEDY long it takes to arrive.
offers the thought that “It is time to recognize
what  distinguished NOAH that the future of
it from the Egyptian the Arabic-speaking

Muslim Brotherhood
was a  readiness
to compromise.
Tunisians succeeded because they
benefitted from a robust civil society
and exercised not only political
agency but political responsibility
— not even considering the idea of
outside intervention on their behalf.

—ELDMAN

world is and ought to
be made by the people
who live there, not
from the outside,” he concludes.
“Their successes and failures will,
be, and must be, their own.” It is
hard, whatever you think of what
he has argued otherwise, to disagree
with that.
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The reasons behind Russia’s critics on Assad regime

Zara Saleh

Recently, the pro-Putin media
has been sharply criticized Syria’s
Assad regime. The Federal News
Agency that owned by the famous
Russian ~ businessman  Yevgeny
Pregozhin who is well known as the
‘Kremlin Cooker and Putin’s chef’
and he is very close to the Russian
president Putin, has called Bashar Al-
Assad ‘weak’ and cannot control the
country as he also ‘did not own the
situation’.

Yevgeny Pregozhin is well-known
also as the owner of the private
security Wagner group that has been in
a military mission in Syria and Libya.
The Syrian government was under
unsurprising critics by the ‘Putin’s
chef” agency which accused Assad’s
regime of corruption at the highest
levels. Moreover, several reports in
Russian newspapers focused on the
weakness and corruption of Assad’s
family as well. For example, the
media has been published a story of
buying Assad for his wife a portray

at an auction in London that cost
$30 million while most of the Syrian
people are living in poverty.

The recent scandals about Assad’s
family and his wife Asmaa and the
media critics can be understood as
Russia’s plan, and the Asmaa Al-
Assad scandal came after Moscow’s
green light. However, the new
Russian media attacks on Assad’s
regime perhaps addressed several
messages that directed to the Assad’s
family and regime by Moscow after
five years of its military intervention
in Syria

Obviously, the economical tension
between the Assad family lead
by his wife Asmaa and his cousin
Rami Makhlouf was behind the
last scandals. The two families are
dividing the Syrian economy and
cake, and recently the first lady
Asmaa Al-Assad had put hands on
Makhlouf’s investments such as
Bustan Charitable Society, Syriatel
and MTN mobile companies.
Whereas, Makhlouf’s revenge was
through exposing Assad’s luxuries
and other investment scandals that
published by the Russian media as
a political message to Bashar Al-

Assad.

Simultaneously, the current visit
of Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif to Damascus
has been expressed as political and
military support again to the Syrian
regime after recent Moscow’s attacks
on Assad. However, Iran was not
satisfied with the latest agreement on
March 5th between Putin-Erdogan
regarding the situation in Idlib North
Syria, and even Iran had pushed
Assad’s forces with mainly Hezbullah
and Shia militia to carry out the fight
in de-escalation areas.

On the other hand, after Russia-
Turkey’s agreement on the 5th of
March followed the Sochi agreement,
the Russian Defence Minister Sergey
Shoygu had a short visit to Syria
and had a meeting with the president
Assad to ensure the implementation
of the agreement that has been broken
several times. As a result, Russian
military success in favor of Assad’s
regime has significant progress
since the beginning of its military
intervention in the Syrian conflict. The
Syrian government now controlling
more than 70% of the territories while
it was about 20% before the Russian

@héeLevant
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intervention in 2015. With the military
success, Putin now endeavors to reach
a political agreement in favor of
its political and economic interests
before the start of American sanctions
against Assad’s regime.

In July 2020, the US Caesar Act, well-
known as the US Caesar Syria Civilian
Protection Act will begin to take place
in Syria against the Assad’s regime
and it will affect its supporters such
as Russia and Iran. Simultaneously
with the global economic crisis due to
the Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic
outbreak. That is why Moscow wants
very soon to end the violence in Idlib
North Syria by the last agreement
with Turkey then, it might face the
postponed battle with Iran and its
huge influence and military presence
in Syria.

Consequently, Russia’s intervention
since 2015 in the Syrian conflict has
to affect Moscow’s economy as well
and now after more than nine years
of the conflict, Russia wants to ensure
their interests by taking a neo-colonial
relationship with the Syrian regime.
it can be seen, for Kremlin, Syria as
a strategic geopolitical country in the
Middle East.
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